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Batman may be gone, but the troubled

city of New Gotham still needs protection
from the Joker’s followers. Grant Kempster

introduces the Birds of Prey.

EEPF WITHIN THE

alleyways beneath New

Cotham’s many gothic towers

there is a vigilanie hero who

figghts the good fight. But this
isn’l necessarily who you think it is
There's nocowl, no cape and
-l.‘-,'rl.'li:nl_\' s briels worn over the
tights, ot For this lashionable babe,
Yes, thal's right: this is a gal kicking
ass i the dimby-lit streets of New
Gotham, and while she may not be
the city’s Dark Knighit, she does share
something with him. DNA, to be
pricise, She's his daughter,

Hard as it is to believe, the
Huntress = aka Helena K}'h.-'l'ril.l:n-d
by the darkly beautiful Ashley Scott)
= iis imdeed the lbovechild of Batman
and his feline adversary, Catwoman

:‘l.u.hrl.; Huntress i haer quest bo
keep New Gotham's streets clear of
thie mariacal boondes that made
Batman's job so tricky in the past is
Crracle, although you may know her
better as Barbara Gordon, aka Batgirl
(Starship Troopers” Dina Meyer). Bul
Barbara’s davs of bad-guy battering
A |11n4_-‘ BON, Since thee Joker shot her
SO V0T _\'ﬁ'ul'\ <HSEN, iWE II'“.' SN
nigzhit he killed Catwoman. Barbara

Episodes to come...

& The pdol epaoce prorades Bhe Dadbgrousd
il ot O o o o B BErs, i ot Lo
sl ty Hashiac ks Sotadng ik conlhh wihsch
bl Batipel disabiled and caused Balman io
0 WA Thh Yehirvised wiriion o o 1t &
Baia pe-steail, due 10 1he whavatabdity o

Bhep ACTPess who wad o hawe played The
sire’ Dig b, Mawleen Qusnrel, for Eha rest
cf e season, Oingnally plage
Fiemn, Hatley™s scencs b
vl Blal Safa an Ahe ride

hir peitiut ol Motk
sk Offcafuiuly 10 diadksd S0ie o i
elements they et weres| warng Thaa
Mnbrets Pt & Wephlly allerid Corbumse gnd
ey Clockinner rs, i Dana Meyer s owen

survived the attack, but has remained
wheelchair-bound ever since, and is
only able to fight crime via The
Huntress and some incredibly high
tech equipment funded by the Wayne
Foundation. Finally, those familiar
wilh the comic-book serics from
which this pseudo-sequel tothe
Batman franchise s denved, may wiell
I Bvmiliar with the character kmown
as the Black Canary {Rachel Skarsten).

words, “heds Kae the Tim Burton Btman s
g bk the Mosl Sehamached one™ (N desr
® Epaode tag, enlitied Sk, featenes 4
Aty mela-hamdn Chke Metant X, the

supr o i Thes sorees have a genelic
reason fioer ihesr powers) wafh The abkiy o
Purn Rysvinel? sk | duesd

W Frey for the Heatnedd hodds Dach on (b
“wllgin of bhe wepeh” i Eaege of wdime
chasdcher busding

B Sanaci e will Bopen wilh S0Mma mong
Batpr flashbacks and may featwie (he
poputsd DL tormst dharacled baiwn o Sheak
W Sond of e REEPEr May Ddea ihe Blalk
Cansry's mother indo the max, revaling ha
shae st hersedl 3 matked crimae liphler Bach
i 180 ol Says

While the |'l|'l,n||;|t.'un ol this series may
have taken a few libertios with the
p:n-}'t'lli: haroine"s POWETS, s thiis
character which takes the third place
at Gotham's Clockbower from whence
the Birds of Frey keep the peace.

With such a strong ancestry, Birds
of Prey should do well, and if not it
wenll .'r|wn}"q-]m'|d under its wing thi=
possibility of the Dark Knight's retumn
to tackle any ratings dip. @
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David Richardson quizzes the producers of
Birds of Prey to discover what they’ve got
in store for New Gotham.

HEN BUFFY THE
Vampire Slayer
transferned to LN for its
sty sason, sonme pundies
sugested that the WE
had lost a cratical element inits

Privgs g et the network
reconvered swirthy, Blling Buffy's
shoes with the Superman series
Smallville, which follows the teenage
vears of Clark Kent { Tom Welling)
Bunlding upaon the clements that have
made Smallville so popular,
eaecutive producer Brian Robbins has
teamed with Lacta Kalogrdis o

Brang another comig book adaptation,
Birds of Prey, t
using characters
for 1 M7s

thee screeny, thas bmee

mad settines devised

FIAR ST

et of Doth worlds,”
enthuses Robbins. “You have a huge
Iranchise in Bateeo like vou have in
franchise, but vet vou
nAE b It G vl

thee Suprers

B somet
Enown so v get to play with the

oy even more and educate

preople on it The Badman world is a
preat world to explore

Batman is seen = dusning a flecting
flashiback - in the Birds of Prey pilot,
Batthrg wath The Joker. et From that
parint
Birds of Prey i=n't about the
microcosm of Bruce Wavne, but rather
forgursas upion the affirs of a pew
Preead of superheroes, Barkara
Conrdon Orache (Dina Mever), Helena
kovle s The Humtress { Ashiley Sootth amld

on the character is pat to oest

Ihnab Lance (Rachee] Skarsten, seven
vt aabter The Joker chamged their
Ives areevocably IFs a dark world in
Moo Gaostha, ome that couldn’t
contrast more with the bright, sunny,
cornbueld vistas of Smallville

“Tha success of Smallville
certainly paved the way tor Birds of
Prey,” savs Robbins, “but this s a
ditberent show, i1°s a different world,
and | thank audiences will see the
show differentiy o Smallville ™
¢ about il
continues his lellow eaecutive
procucer Lacta Kahogreadis, “we'ne noe

That's what's gr

dlovimne thee samie sPovy, 1F we weene
dhonng thee =ame show that would be
borims, nghit ' So0we have a much
aitferent Lindscape, which ina let o
watvs i cober amd more fun The
trull
Smallville, we wanted todo s s
sed im the Gaotham world, and
Smallville just happened first

od b both the B
the film= that pree
Hirds of Prey bos opted ber g very
1 stvle, defimidd iny

cinematographer | Clark Mathis and

s Petone we wanbed tode

adistingt vist

proosducer desigrers Michae? Helmy
arnd Javimes Hinkle

Wi reallv warted the show o Lok
b Frank Ml
[Rantabvims, “aned e Braospwe 1 20 kl"i'i" that
losok groenge thiroueh the series

“From a vist
dowrt anmd we lowked at those com
Prowrhos. Whien Leaba was wriling tw

script and we were visaabang the

T e comaes,” ohers

'-'.'“'Ir.:.l"l.l::ﬂ wirsal

show, thaat s all wee disd woas look ae



those comic books. | spent several
months with a storviboarnd artist
drawing the show. and the show
looks like the drawings.”

The series” visuals may delight the
fans, bul, b,.' reworking the concept
defined for the comie books for ther
own ends, Robbins and Kalogridis
run the risk of attracting criticism

“The biggest change we made is
that Huntress is kind of a day player in
the comics of Birds of Prow.” admits
Kalogridis, “She shows up eviry so
often, and che’s not a regular. I1's
pretty much Black Canary and Oracle.

“Honestly, what happened was
that | had always been very
enamoured of the character of
Humnitress from the pre-Criss DC
Hunitress is a different character after
Crisis tham she was before; | always
liked the one before and alwavs
wanted to see her explored on
television or in a movie.

“This was an opportunity to do
that and give her the same kind of
interaction with Oracle that Black
Canar ¥ had. Az =0on a2 | chose lodo
that. then we decided that using
Black Canary as that characier
wouldn't really work, because vou
wanted the partnership. That's how
the change came about.”

In the pilot epizode, the role of the
psychic Dinah Lance in the ensemble
remains unclear. Accoptod as one of
the Birds of Prey, she's actually the
only superhero withoul a designation
Could she be Black Canary?

“That would be telling,” SAY5
Kalogridis. "What would be the point
of the show if we talk abouwt
everything that's going to happen
befone it does? Dinah is something of a
mvsbery and that's intentional. | don’t
really want o answer the question.”

It's alzo cstablished in the pilold
t‘r\ls'-l.'ldi." that both Helena and Dinah
are more than human. In one soene,
The Huntress goes into action, har
pupils automatically adjusting into
those of acat - reflecting her heritage
as the daughter of Catwoman,

“There have been a number of
origin stories for Catwoman within
the DC universe = several actually,”
muses Kalogridis, “and none of them
agree. One of the things that we
I|i|.lu:|.';|'|l was fun o q_'\l'ﬂun.: wrs Lhe
idea that she might not have been
human. She might have been what
they call “metahuman’ - in the DC
universe there's humans and
metahumans,” he adds.

“Is pretty clear in Tim Burton™s
mowie that she's ot normal: 1 mean
she Falls out of a window and she dics.
The cans come. | mican, shie's not riglt

“It*s obviows bo us that she does not
come back as a being entirely human,
so what | wanbted o do was wse that
OTIgIN SIory and experiment with the
idea that, therefore, the daughier of

“I'had been very
enamoured of

| the character of
, Huntress”
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Batman and Catwoman is going to
be half human and half metahuman.
50 Dad’s human, Mom was not.
That's the reason you see for the
physiological difference. It's arguably
abit of a departure, but it depends on
which one you're looking at.”

Check out the fan Internet sites for
Birds of Prey, and controversy was
already brewing ahead of the pilor's
airdate. Their concern appears to
center upon the treatment of Batman
inthe TV series - and the fact that he
has been removed from Mew Gotham
s that the show can focus on the
three female superheroes.

“Liet"s be r'l.'-!]]}' Wifitﬂh{:u[
what they're upset about,” states
Kalogridis. “And by the way, they
have every right to be upset, in my
epinion. Accidentally on a website
somewhere the word ‘flee’ got into
why Batman beft Cotham. Batman
does not flee anywhere. So the
wording is incorrect.

“The idea is that he went into a
self-imposed exile after this one night
where these awful things happen, We
took the idea from The Dark Knight, a
very famous Frank Miller comic

cycle, that there would be a period
where Batman would say, “Ive had
enugh. I'm going to walk away from
this for a little while. I'm Boing to
remove mysell,’ And you don’t know
exactly why he's gone in the sense
that he could be pursuing The Joker
for what happened that night. He
eould be dolng any number of things.

“The important part is that the
trawma of what happenced on that
night changed everything in New

Cotham. It changed all the characters’
lives. [t changed Batman's life. He
went into seli-imposed exile for the
same feason that they became
superheroes: because things change,
and this is an evolution in New
Gotham, The best storytelling in
comic books, the very best graphic
nowels like Dark Knight, is about how
the characters never stay the same.

Do Robbins and Kalogridis plan to
bring Batman back 1o the world of
Birds of Prey - perhaps in a Sweeps
week-contred guest role?

“Probably not,” ponders Robbins,
“He's getting, ready for the Batman /
Superman mowie.”

“We're interested in moving
forward and exploring the next
generation of superheross in
Gotham,” elaims his creative partner.
“That's our mission statement,”

That philasophy will also apply to
the villains of Birds of Prey.

“One oaf the more fun things we're
going to explore is all the children of
those Batman villains who are locked
up in Arkham Asylum,” reveals
Robbins. “The sons and daughters
that are oul there with that same evil
Mood running through them.=

“We want to take the
apportunity ko do a combination
of villains that people maybe
have seen or heard of, and
villains that they haven's.”
adds Kalogridis.
“Ones that have some
connection to the
mythology but
may not be onies
that everybody's
familiar with.”

Ask the producers
to elaborate on the
subgject, and they
shift uneasily. Can
wie expect the son of
Penguin? Daughter of
Mr Freeze? Maybe the
nephew of the Riddler?

“You're hurting me
here!™ exclaims
Kalogridis, “It’s so much
maore fun o me, as a
viewer, not knowing what's
coming. And that's why |
hate to broadeast what's
coming before, and it’s not
necessarily that it"s meant to be
a big surprise exactly, It just
makes the ride morne fun and
maore spontanecus. | never even
read spoilers. | hate them.”

From the precedent established in
the original Sixties series (which
featured Eartha Kitt, Joan Collins,
Vincent Price...) and continued in the
feature films (which boasted Michelle
i'll‘iffl-"n]MkNichrﬂm'l.Jim(_'.um_'.'...]
viewers have come to expect big
name villainy in live action
Batman. Whether this
trend will continue in
Birds of Prey remains
to be seen,

“Maybe,” leases

Robbins, “If it makes
sense. The most
important thing is
just bo make sure that
when we do those
known villains, we
do them well. We do
them smart, and we
keep spinning it so
it seems fresh and &
you don’t fieel
like you're
watching the

old Batman
show,”

O course,

W AP awane
of one villain
already = the
first episode
introduces
Harley Quinn,
initially in the
guise of Helena's
therapist, before
reviealing herself to
be a megalomaniac

“It's more fun
not knowing
what's
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“We are going to
have arcs that are
continuing through

the story”

T ' a0 Hurd
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FYOU ARE PLANNING vour first vacation to the

bustling city of Mew Gotham, then you musin‘t be put

off by the poor reputation that our beloved metropaolis
harboured in the days of old. This is New Gotham. Long
EOne ane the da ys whien YO wildn't walk tvwo blocks
withoul getting fleeced by some deranged masked
eriminal. No |||-|'|.H1.-|.' do Vou have to steer clear of the
penguin sanctuary at Gotham Zoo, and rest assured that
entering the local joke shop will not result in certain death
(although shop-owner Frank's hand-buzzer can cause
problems to those with pacemakers). New Gotham is a
safe and happy place to visit day or night and although
renewed news stories have begun surfacing of vigilantes
once again roaming the rooftops, please, please don't be
put off, New Gotham is a safe place. Safe, do you hear?

Gotham City's past is a nefarious one.
Many years ago there existed a masked
vigilante who went by the name of
Batman. This sick and twisted man
practically controlled the night
skies of Gotham, giving way to
an array of ridiculously
dressed master criminals
who spent decades trashing
our fine city. Amongst
these infamous names
were The Riddler, The
Penguin, Mister Freeze,
Catwoman and the most
feared of all, The Joker.
Claiming to be on the side of
good, Batman ha rboured his
own clan of masked men and
W omen, including the ll!"ldt"l.]::l" Eobin
and the ineptly named Batgirl. This

preposterous battle ended seven years ago when the Joker
murdered Catwoman and was disappeared after becoming
the victim of a revenge attack by the self-proclaimed “Dark
Knight". Neither Batman, Batgirl nor any of their cronics
have evier been heard of ..|p|_.1i|||

History:

" “d h There are many jobs that can be
n av lu s. found lhnsm.,huul MNoew
Caotham. The atorementioned 1P enguin Sancilua ry at
Gotham Zoo is alwavs looking for new l'm‘lp. as the kl.‘t‘F‘t‘l'.
Oewald {_.UPF"\'rP\ﬂ. = J-"-'"’"':'-'- a little old in the fins, If bl
have any training in psvchiatry, then why not join Dr

Keep away from women in leather if you
plan to visit the city of the Batman.

sooooOOOOOOROOROOOOOORROROOORRRNY

Harleen Quineel down at Arkham Asylum for a summer
season. Alternatively, there are plenty of administrative
positions at Wayne Enterprises.

s“rilval tI s As stated previously, New
» Gotham is very, very safe.
However, should you come across anyone wearing

undergarments on top of a pair of tights, back away very
slowly. Unless of course you happen to be in Gotham's red

light district, in which case, get stuck in.

n t I o There are many great sights o see
av Il "s. around New Gotham. Amongst the
best is Wavne Manor, a true remnant of old Gotham. To be

found high within the mountains on the outskirts of the
;ih thiz Gothic mansion holds open davs on Wednesdays
and Thursd: ays. A trip to the top of the Gotham
Clocktower is also a treat, although this attraction is
currently being e ased out bo Wa yne Enterprises. [ ]

Grant Kempster
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