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“Intriguing, atmospheric (%

and evocative, Birds of
Prey deserves to do as B for o i

well as its stablemate round-
series, Smallville..." ..

reviews r television

Birds of Prey

Pilot
The WB
US premiere: 9 October 2002

from a clockw
a young girl with genuine sug wer e " @ th charac
Ril r t t nix whilst solving a
THE LOW-DOWN: Anyone familiar typically Gotham e y. Birds of Prey
omic books will r = whe s storyline is deserves jo as well as its stablemate Smallville
coming from; there s of Alan Moore and
Brian Bolland's The Kill and Grant Morr
and Dave McKean' ham Asylum, as well as o
key texts including Frank Miller's Dark Knight Returns
s of Prey comic book Fresh from revitalising the Superman Franchise, the
5N t y producers of Smallville turn their attention to the Batman

but to the atmosphere. The visuals are incre / universe similarly successful results. Birds of Prey
looks set to be another soar-away hit.
For similer commicas o the e Batman
Birds of Prey ¢ v t 1 Batman serie

m r Buffy, Xena and Charlie's Angels.
Web site: http://www_thewb.com/Shows &
hitp:/ /www.gothamclocktower.com/

atmaspheric (especially during

Batman, Batgirl and the Job

by a printed comic without resorting to
campy cartoon ‘zaps’ and ‘pow reen

There is a lot of promise here and definitely a gap




BIRDS OF PREY

n the course of her acting career,
Dina Meyer has confronted Saurians
in Dragonheart, giant bugs in Starship
Troopers, oversized flying bloodsuckers
in Bats, a memory-zapped Keanu Reeves
in Johnny Mnemonic and, perhaps scariest
of all, the rich neurotics in Beverly Hills 90210
Now, Meyer is taking on a whole new set of
challenges as Barbara Gordon - a.k.a. Batgirl
and Oracle — in the new Warner Bros. TV series
Birds of Prey
The show is set seven years after a fateful
night in New Gotham City when the Joker
shoots Batgirl, leaving her a paraplegic. In the
wake of events, Batman mysteriously disappears,
but Batgirl reinvents herself, maintaining her
Barbara Gordon computer science teacher
persona by day, but becoming cyber-genius
Oracle by night. As Oracle, she mentors young
psychic Dinah/Black Canary (Rachel Skarsten)
and Helena Kyle/Huntress (Ashley Scott), the
daughter of Batman and Catwoman
Speaking exclusively to draamwateh during
a break from filming Birds of Prey’s first season,
Meyer says that she sees a few comparisons
between her role as Oracle and her own
position in the Birds of Prey company
“Oracle’s life is running fairly parallel to
mine actually,” she notes. “I've always played
physically demanding roles, and now [as
Oracle] 'm stuck in a wheelchair; Batgirl was
always very physical and now she’s stuck in a
wheelchair. Oracle is the leader of the group
and [on set] I'm the actress who has the most
experience, so I'm kind of the big sister to both
the girls in a sense.”

- Flying Start

Meyer began dancing at the age of five, but her
parents steered her into studying for a business
administration degree at college. After graduation,
however, she decided to change direction
| said, “Okay, now it's my turn to do what
| really want to do,” Meyer recalls. *| gave

Mat

The latest spin-off from the Ie enddry Bétman.
franchise, BIRDS OF PREY is already shaping'up

to be a soar-away smash hit. Star»DlN M YER
offers dreamwatch an exclusive prevlew ‘of the

new superhero adventure series, and discusses
her role as Batgirl's Iatest‘mcarnatlon. bral:ie.
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m'_.rsilt 5mn|onths mmallﬂ to see if 1 could

ge! some Ip thlnp to give me a sign
| that | was Rakingt e ghtjdirection. In six
months, | had thrée n tlo(ml commercials.”

Cast inla lz-eplsode art in Beverly Hills

90210, Meyer mbked 1o Calnll‘orma When
B:r stint an the 5 rres ended s lve was out

work fqra ro tmmly two'weeks before
Jandmg the fenalgilead in johnny
Mnermionic..Since then, althcggh she has

| workedinava riety &f genres, ﬁleyer

\ ] acknowledges that she's prabably. become
best known for her science fiction and
fantdsy rcfes.l -
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told us to put the attention on the oth
If we focus on the other actor, as oppo

reaction to whatever is going on.”

ourselves, we in return will give a truer . ' 5 y
V

However, when the “other actor” is actual N
a CGI effect to be added later, maintaining this ‘ i
focus can be difficult. “it's hard to have a :
conversation or just have dialogue with something
that's not there,” Meyer laughs. “When | did
Dragonheart, | was told that Draco [the
massive dragon voiced by Sean Connery]was & |
right in front of me and his eyes were eight\/ {
feet apart and he was moving towards me'ii"\_ 114 {
the scene. So yeah, I've had to learn quite &blf AiLe
of CGI technical acting, which goes agamst'; )

Gotham's Guardians

Meyer is delighted to be teamed with three-
dimensional human co-stars in Birds of Prey.
“Ashley and Rachel are both no-nonsense, fun,
laid-back girls that are not competitive, whiny
or wimpy. I'm not saying all girls are that way,
but if you're on a show and you've got a bunch
of actresses together, a person could think the
worst - ‘Oh, God, whose hair is not right,
whose make-up is not right?” — but they’re not
like that. They're really cool girls who want to
get their hands dirty.”

Being Batgirl was never a childhood fantasy,
Meyer admits. *I don’t think | ever really wanted
to be a superhero — | always wanted to sing
and dance on Broadway,” she laughs.
Nevertheless, when she read for the role of
Oracle after casting had been going on for
some months, she immediately struck the
producers as superhero material. “My audition
was Thursday morning. I'm a big fan of
[producers] Brian Robbins and Michael Tollin,
and | just went in there and | guess it went
very well, because half an hour after the test, |
had a job. It all happened really, really fast —
highly unusual for a pilot. | think they tested
a couple of girls, but they just didn’t have
whatever they were looking for

“QOracle has to have a real inner
strength, she’s very independent -
you need to believe that she was a

superhero at one point, and able to
become something even stronger now that
she's confined to a wheelchair. | guess |
exuded some kind of strength that they

felt this character needed.” { ’
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BIRDS OF PREY

Oracle has other qualities too, Meyer adds:
“She’s the nurturer, keeping Huntress on track,
then taking on Dinah and training her and
making sure she goes to school — there's a
maternal aspect. And then [as Oracle] | have
my own issues.”

Playing someone with a triple identity is
hard enough, but in Meyer's mind, dealing
with the character's partial paralysis is the real
trick. “My main concern as an actress playing
someone who's in a wheelchair is ‘sitting on
my instincts.’ You're not able to throw your
hands up and walk away from somebody if
you're in the middle of an argument, for
instance. You have to wheel yourself away and
slowly leave,” she laughs, “and if it doesn't
happen quick enough, (it takes] too much
time out of the scene to navigate yourself to
wherever you want to go. So there’s a certain

way of blocking out a scene to make it

Black Canary (Rachel
Skarsten, above) and
Huntress (Ashley Scott,
right) have much to
learn from Batgirl-
turned-Oracle Barbara
Gordon (Dina Meyer).

interesting and still move at a certain pace.”

The chair wasn't cooperative at first. “There
was a slight delay in either moving forward or
backward. So if you wanted to exit on a certain
line for dramatic effect, you have to actually
push forward or back on the joystick prior to
when you want to actually move. Hence,

From Romulus With Love

r to shooting the Birds of Prey pilot, Meyer filmed a
pot on an episode of Six Feet Under, and then played
omulan Commander Donatra in r Trek Nemesis. The
atter marks her first time portraying a non-human, and
ed a daily four-hour make-up process
“I'had a prosthetic forehead that they stuck to my head,
morning make-up routine consisted of me getting my
apped — they make your hair pin-curled and they
head in a wig cap, so all your hair is pulled off your
Then you go to the make-up trailer, where they attach
prosthetic forehead and prosthetic ear tips and then
ile on the make-up. When it's sunny outside and
ing with 14 layers of slick greasepaint make-up on,

e as bad. “I did have to stand much straighter in
the way they zip you into it — you kind of feel
'ré up on a cross.”
Overall, though, Meyer feels fortunate to be a part of the
tar Trek film. “I've never been a Trekkie, but Star Trek
n around longer than | have, sa it was really exciting
just have something to do with the franchise.”

therefore,)you arg naw thinking about |
pperating a chair, as opposed to being in
thé scene. That to me is the biggest problem
withithe wheelchair. || have, to decide, “OKay)|
want to leave on thig.line, 5o I'd battermalg
the move on the joystick prior Yo finishing
my line.’ . A

“Itis very techhical ¥ she falighs. *Right
now, [the chairkis] ip the shop - they are |
redesigning it fop me.” :

This doesn't mean that Meyg;r won't seetany
action. “We are going to have Batgirl flashbacks,"
she reveals. “I will have some butt-kicking
Barbara Gordon, after being paralysed, studied
escrima, which is the Filipino art of stick
fighting, so I've been training with escrima
sticks. They're going to give me retractable
military batons to use. They're like two-and-a-
half-foot-long broom handles. My forearms are
getting like Papeye’s, and I'm getting'strange
blisters on the inside of my thumbs. Other
than that, it's fun!”
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Playing a cpmput'tr g‘gn-us _meafns there { |
are plenty bf toal-thch tays 3s well > Bavbaa Y
Gordon/Oracle'is a rr\'.':‘srer of :w@_apanrv_, sQ
we're going to have really ‘negt stuff that
they're actually going ta build on the show."
Meyer plans.td leatn how ta opérate all of
her charactens gadgets. “I really want to
master whateverit is I'm warking with. In
Starship Troopers, they had us In boot.camp,
they had us lying in the dirt withmachine
guns and we were doing target practice and
taking guns-apart and cleaning equipment.
I'm a firm believer in that. | tend to give a
much fuller performance if | know what
I'm doing.”
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‘the 6verall energy
.was just really fun and
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\The Birde, QF'Prey Pilot iad shoi-m Aﬂnl and:
filming anithe episodes commenced Wluly:
Meyeriused the brealeta educate herselt
About the stery's comic hobk ofigins! “Once
the show'got picked up,-1 did sortie researth
online. There's this wonderful sité called
canarynaincom, whigh gavé ne a Bunch of
information about; Batgir} and Oracle.”

The series’ wr.rrng staff is knowledgeable
about the property's background too. “They've
hired: people that are ver{educated in the DC

“universe,” Meyer points out.

What's her take an the online feeling

about the upcoming series? “There are some

“Upaople thatate reslly excited abouf it, and
htherelareisome people that are really not.

They don't censor themselves,” Meyer notes

Lwith-a laugh: “l.don't know if'they know

that We're watching, | don't know if they
care that we're logging.on and checking
what they'have to say, but every time | get
on,it'’s always like, ‘What are they writing
today? What are the kids saying today?’
Every time you see your name, it's, ‘Do they
like me? Do they not? But I'm happy to say,
for the most part, I've got good responses
The fans are pretty happy with my being cast
as Oracle”

very professional.”

The fans' happiness at Meyer's casting
is shared by the actress herself. “| can
honestly say that the pilot was one of the
best experiences I've had on a set. The people
involved and the overall energy was just really
fun and very professional.”

Dina Meyer finds there’s no difference in
the work ethic on a fantasy series than on a
straight drama. “The thing is, we're telling a
story,” she declares. “And we want to tell that
story as best we can, whatever the subject is -
superheroes are people too!” @

Birds of Prey airs in the US on Wednesdays at
9pm from 9 October, courtesy of the WB
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